


JAMES.

A PROLOG.

HE ordre of the seuene epistlis which ben clepid * canonysed is not so among
the greekis that fulli saueren the feith and suen the rigt ordre of the epistlis
as it is foundun in latin bookis : for forasmych as petir is the firste in the ordre
of apostlis, hise epistlis ben the firste of hem in ordre. but as we not longe
sithen correctiden the euargelistis " to the lyf of treuthe, so we han sett these
thoroug the help of god in her owne ordre. for the firste of hem is an epistle

of james, two of petris, three of ioonys, and oon of inde. the whicke epistlis, if thei hadden
be treuli turned of the translatouris into latyn speche as thei weren maad of the apostlis, thei
schulden haue maad no doute to rederis, ne the variaunce of wordis schulde not haue yn-
pugned it silf. nameli in that place in the firste epistle of ioon, where we reden of the © oon-
hede of the trynyte, where we fynden, that ther hath be greet errour of untrewe translatouris
fro the treuthe of the feith, while thei setten in her translaciouns conli the names of three thingis,
that is of watir, of blood, and of the spirit, and leeueth the witnessyng of the fadir, and of the
sone, and of the spirit, in which witnessyng oure * comyn bileve is moost strengthid, and it is
preved, that ther is ©oon substaunce of godheed of the fadir, and of the sone, and of the hooli
spirit. ~ but in othire epistlis hou mych oure translacioun diuersith fro othirs I leeue to the pru-
dence of the rederis. but thou fgoddis maide Eustachium, while thou enquerist bisili of me
the treuthe of scripture thou * puttist out myn elde to be gnawe of enviouse mennis teeth whiche
seien, that T am a " peirer of hooli ‘scripturis. but I in such a werk drede not the envie of
mynec enemyes, ne I schal not denyen to hem that axen the treuthe of hooli scripture. Jerom
in his prolog on this pistle seith this,

to alle men largeli and upbreidith not, and it
schal be gouun'to hym. but axe he in feith,
and doute no thing, for he that doutith is lyk
to a wawe of the see which is moued and borun
aboute of wynd. therfore *gesse not thilke
man that he schal take ony thing of the lord.
a man double in soule in unstable in alle hise

Capitulum 1.

Ames the seruant of god, and of
oure lord iesu crist, to the
twelue kinredis that ben in sca-
tering abrood, heelthe. mi

britheren, deme yeal ioie whanne
ye fallen into dyuerse tempta-
ciouns. Wwitinge that the pre-
uyng of youre feith worchith
pacience, and pacience hath a
parfyt werk, that ye be parfyt
and hoole and faile in no thing. and if ony of
you nedith wisdom axe be of god which giueth
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weies, and a meek brothir have glorie in his
enhaunsyng, and a riche man in his lownesse.
for as the flour of grass he schal passe, the
sunne roos up with heete and driede the gras,
and the flour of it felde doun, and the fairnesse
of his cheer perischide, and so a riche man
* welewith in hise weies. blessid is the man
that suffrith temptacioun, for whanne he schal
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be preued he schal ressevue
which god hath bihigt to e
NO man whanne he
lmn;v[ﬂ ot <_tml

of yuele thingis,

the crowne of (\‘

n that louen him,
15 temptid sefe,

( that he is
tor whi god is not g tempter
for he temptith no man, but
3 temp tid, drawun and stirid of his
couerityng.  aftirward. cone 1\\'n~ whanne
it hath co mseyued bryngith forth synne, but

whanne it is fillid gendrith dee th. - ther-
ore. my moost dereworth britheren, n\.( yve
evre.  ech good gifte and ech parfyt "ntv is
above and cometh douw fro L.c tadir of
ant whom is noon * ouer ('lhumu\m:
ouerschadewing of reward. for wilfulli he
bigat us bi the word of treuthe, that we be a
:!i;i:,‘l)l\)‘!!;{ of his creature.  wite ye my hrithe-
ren moost loued, be ech man swift to here
but slow to speke, and slow to wrathe; for the
wrathe of man worchith not the rigtwisnesse
of god. for which thing caste ye awei al un-
clennesse and plentec of malice, ‘and in nvide-
nesse resscyve ye the word that is pldunud that
mai \uuu soulis.  but be ye doeris of
the word, and not heerers oonli, «hwuu)nwe
yousilff. for if ony mau is an huxu of the
word, and not a doer , this schal be lickened to
a man that biholdith the © cheer of his birthe
in a myrrour. for he biheelde himsilff and
wente awei and anoon he forgat which he was.
but he that biholdith in the lawe of parfyt
fredom and dwellith in it, and is not maad a
forgetful heerer, but a doer of werk, this schal
be blessid in his dede. and if ony man ges-
sith himsilff to be religious, and refreyneth not
bis tunge, but disseyueth his herte, the religi-
oun of him is veyn. a cleen religioun and an
unwemmyd anentis god and the fadir is this, to
visite fadirles and modirles children and widewis
in her tribulacioun, and to kepe himsilff unde-
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\ [l britheren, nyle ye have
oure lord Jesus erist of gl
cioun (:l p(hnon« S, P
goldun ryng, and in a fair clotl hing' cometh in
youre cumpany, \um a pore man entrith
foul clothing, mui if ye biholde
is clothid with ¢ eleer clothing, and if y¢ e to
him sitte thou here wel, but to the ,m\ man
ye seien, stonde thou there, ether sitte undir
the © stool of my feet, whether ye demen not
anentis you ~1l't and ben maad domesmen of
wickide [huu\rlh: heere ye my moost dere-
worthe br llhum whether’ god chees not pore
men in this world riche in feith, and eiris of
the kyngdom that god bihigte to men that louen
hym? but ye han (lh sised the pore man.
whethier riche me nnppl(‘“\ nnot vou bi pm\u
and thei drawen you to doomes?> whethir thei
blasefemen not the good nawe that is clepid to
help on you? nctm les if ye performen the
kyngis lawe bi seripturis thou schalt loue thi
n;‘i('lnurc as thi silff, ye doen wel. but if ye
.xl\v'x persoones ye w orchen synne, and ben
repreued of the fawe astre spassouris, and who
euer kepith al the lawe but offendith in oon,
he is maad gilti of alle.  for he that seide, thou
schalt do no leccherie, seide alsa thou schalt
not sle. that if thon doist not leccherie but
thou sleest, thou art maad trespassour of the
lawe. thus speke ye, and thus do ye, as bi-
aynnynge to be demed bi the lawe of fredom.
for whi doom withouten merel is to him that
doith na merci, but morci aboue reisith dooin.
my britheren what schal it pmhu if ony man se IE
that he hath feith but he hath not the werkis ?
whethir feith schal mowe save him? and if a
brothir either sistir be nakid, and han nede of
ech daies Iyflode, and if any of you s¢ ie to bem,
go ye in pees, and be ye maad hoote and be ye
n[ll.i but if ye gyuen not to hem tho thingis
that ben ne (,(‘“d\lt‘ to bodi, what schal Il o=
fite ® so also feith if it hath not werkis, is dud
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in it silf.  but sum man schal seie, thou hast
feith, and I haue werkis. ~schewe thou to me
thi feith withoute werkis, and I schal schewe
to thee my feith of werkis. thou bileeuest that
0o god is. thou doist wel, and deuelis bi-
lecuen and tremblen. but wilt thou wite thou
veyn man that feith withoute werkis is ydil?
whether abraham oure fadir was not iustified
of werkis, offringe isaac his sonc on the auter?
therfore thou seest that feith wroughte w ith
hise werkis, and hise feith was fillid of werkis.
and the scripture was fillid seiynge, abraham
bileeuyd to god, and it was arettid to him to
rightwisnesse, and he was clepid the frend of

¥ god. ye seen that a man is justified of werkis,
and not of feith oonli. in lyk maner and whe-
thir also raab the hoore was not iustified of
werkis, and resseyuyde the messangeris, and
sente hem out bi another weie. for as the
bodi withoute spirit is deed, so also feith with-
oute werkis is deed.

I1L

I britheren nyle ye be maad manye
maistris, witinge that ye taken the more

doom. for alle we offenden in manye thingis,
if ony man offendith not in word, this is a par-
fyt man. for also he mai lede aboute al the
bodi with a bridel. for if we putten bridelis
into horsis mouthis for to consente to us, and
we leden aboute al the bodi of hem. and lo
schippis whanne thei ben greete, and ben
dryuun of stronge windis, yit thei ben borun
aboute of a litil gouernail, where the mouyng
of the gouemour wole. so also the tunge is
but a hitil membre, and reisith greete thingis.
lo hou litle fier brenneth a ful greet wood ?
and oure tunge is fier, the anyuersitee of wick-
iduesse.  the tunge is ordeyned in oure meni-
bris which defoulith al the bodi, and it is
enflawined of helle, and enflawmeth the * wheel
of oure birthe. and al the kynde of bees-
tis, and of foulis and of serpentis and of
othire is chastisid, and tho ben maad tame

s zotam mativitatis nostra, b inquictum,
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of mannus kynde; but no man mai chas-
tise the tunge, for it is an ° unpesible yuel and
ful of deedli venym. in it we blessen god the
fadir, and in it we cursen en that ben maad
to the licknesse of god. of the same moutl
passith forth blessyng and cursyng, my brithe-
ren it bihoueth not that these thingis ben don
so. whether a welle of the same hole bringith
forth sweete and salt watir? my britheren
whether a fige tree mai make orapis, either a
vyne figis? so neither salt watic may make
sweet watir, who is wys and taugt among
you, schewe he of good Iyuynge his worchyng
in myldenesse of hise wisdom. - that if ye han
bittir envie, and stryvyngis ben in youre hertis,
nyle ye baue glorie and be lieris agens the
treuthe. for this wisdom is not fro aboue
comynge doun, but ertheli and beestli and
feendli. for where is envie and stryf, there is
unstidefastnesse and al schrewid werk. but
wisdom that is fro above, firste it is chaast,
aftirward pesible, mylde, able to be counselid,
consentinge to goode thingis, ful of merci and
of goode fruytis demynge withoute feynyng
and the frayt of rigtwisnesse is sowun in pees
to men that maken pees.

IHE

\‘]Hcmﬂ" ben bateils and © cheestis among
: you? whether not of youre coueitisis
that figten in youre membris ? ye coueiten and
ye han not, ye sleen and ye ban envie, and ye
moun not gete.  ye chiden and maken bateil,
and ye han not for ye axen not. yeaxen, avé
ye resseiuen not. - for that ye axen yuele as ye
schewen openli in youre coueitisis. auoutrer 13,
witen not ye, that the frendschip of this world
is enemye to god ? thertore who euer wole be
frend of this world is maad the enemye of god.
whethir ye gessen that the scripture seith
veynli, the spirit that dwellith in you coueitith
to envie? but he gyueth the more grace. for
which thing he seith, god withstondith proude

men, but to meke men he gyueth grace, ther-
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fore be ve fugett to god.
C the i‘*‘ln'i, and he schal fle
to ;,."mi. and he

but withstonde
2 tro you.
schal neighe to vou.
neris clense the hondis, and ve d
purge ye the hertis @
ye. youre leighing
and ioie ) e

ye
neige ve
ye syn-
double in soule
be Ye wrecchis and weile
be turned into
to sorewe of herte.
the sigt of the lord, and he schal enhaunse you.
my britheren nyle ye bacbite ech othire.” he
that bacbitith his !;ru[luir, either that demeth
his brothir bacbitith the lawe, and demeth the
lawe. and if thou demest the lawe thou art
not a doer of the lawe,
oon is maker of the 1
leese and delyuere.

demest thi neigbore ?
dai either to niorewe

weping,
be ye mekid in

but a doomsman, but
awe and juge that mai
and who art thou that
lo now ye that seien, to
we schulen go into thilk
citee, and there we schulen dwelle a yeer, and
we schulen make merchaundise, and we schu-
len make wynnyng. whiche witen not what is
to you in the morewe. for what is youre lyf?
as smoke apperynge at a litle, and aftirward it
schal be waastid.  therfore that ye seie, if the
lord wole, and if we lyuen, we schulen do this
thing either that thing. and now ye maken ful
out joie in youre pridis, euery such ioiyng is
wickid. therfore it is synne to him that can
do good and doith not.

V.

Oith now ye riche men. wepith ye yel-
I lynge in youre wrecchidnessis that schu-
len come to you. youre richessis ben rotun,
and youre clothis ben eten of mougtis.  youre
gold and *siluer hath rustid. and the rust of
hem schal be to you into witnessyng, and schal
ete voure fleischis as fier, ye han tresoured
to you wrathe in the laste daies. lo the hire
of youre werkmen that repiden youre fecldis
which is fraudid of you x:ru-tl_x, mgd the cry of
hem bath entrid into the eeris of the lord of
oostis. ye han ete on the erthe, :m(_i in you;x:
leccheries ye han norisched your hertis. 1 the

* your siluer.
G
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dai of sleyng ye brougten and
man, and he agenstood pot you. therfore
britheren be ¥€ pacient til to the comyng of
th'(: lord. 1o an erthetilier abidith precious 1',“),,
of the erthe, pacientli suffrynge til he resseyue
*tideful and lateful fruyg, and be ye pua‘iﬁnr

and conferme ye y()ul(-~lx(;ni<, 1 :
of the lord schal neige.
sorewful ech to othire, that ye be not
lo the juge stondith nyg bifore the gate. bri-
theren take ye ensaumple of yuel goyng out,
and of long abiding, and trauel and “of 'p:u.'n»
ence, the prophetis that spaken to you in the
name of the lord. lo we blessen hem that suf-
friden. ye herden the suffring, either paci-
ence, of 1wbb, and ye sigen the ende of tt
lord.

slowen the just

for the comyng
britheren nyle ye be
demed,

1€
for the lord is merciful and doynge
merci. bifore alle thingis, my britheren, nyle
ye swere, neither bi beuene, neither bi eerthe,
neither bi what euer othir coth. but be youre
word yhe, yhe, nai, nai, that ye falle not un.
dir doom. and if ony of you is soreweful,
preie ye with pacient soule, and seie he a salm.
if ony of you is syk, lede he yu ° prestis of the
chirche, and preie thei for him & anoynte with
oile in the name of the lord, and the preier of
feith schal saue the syk man, and the lord
schal make him ligt, and if he be in synues
thei schulen be forgouun to him. therfore
knowleche ye ech to othire youre sinues, and
preie ye ech for othire that ye be saued, for
the contynuel preier of a iust man is myche
worth. elye was a deedli man lyk us, and in
preier he preiede that it schulde not reyne on
the erthe, & it reynyde not three yeeris and
sixe monetbis. and eftsoone he preiede and
heuene gaf reyn and the crihL" gnt: his fruyt.
and britheren if any of you erith fro treuthe,
and ony conuertith him, he owith to wite,
that he that makith a synner to be turned iro
the errour of his weie, bchu} saue the soule of
him fro deeth, and keuerith the multitude of
ynnes. : g

: n}}‘)” endith the pistil of iames, and bigyn-
neth the firste epistle of penir.
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ETIR apostle of iesus
crist to the chosun
men, to the comelin-
gis of scateryng a-
brood of ponte, of
galatbie, of capado-
cie, of asie, and of
bythynie, bi the bi-

fore knowing of god the fadir in halewing of
spirit, bi obedience and sprenging of the
blocd of iesus crist, grace and pees be multi-
plied to you. blessid be god and the fadir of
oure lord jesus crist, which bi his greet mercl
bigat us agen into * Iyuynge hope bi the aghen-
risyng of iesus crist fro. deeth into eritage un-
corruptible and undefouled and that schal not
fade that is kept in hevenes for you that in the
vertue of god ben kept bi the feith into heelthe
and is redi to be schewid in the laste tyme. 10
which ye schulen make ioie thoug it bihoueth
now a litile to be sori in dyuerse temptacioun,
that the preuyng of youre feith be mych more
precious than gold that is preued bi fier, and
be foundun into heriyng and glorie and onour in
the revelacioun of iesus crist. whom whanne
ye han not seyn ye louen, inta whom also now
e not seynge bileeuen. but ye that bileeuen
schulen haue ioie and gladnesse that nai not
be teeld out, and ye schulen be glorified and
haue the ende of youre feith the heelthe of
youre soulis. of which heelthe profetis sougten
and enserchiden that profecieden of the grace
to comynge in you, and sougten which euer
what maner tyme the spirit of crist signyfiede
in hem. and bifore tho passiouns that bea m
crist, and the lattere glories, to whiche it was
cchewid, for not to hemsilff but to you thei
mynystriden tho thingis that now ben teeld to
you bi hem that prechiden to you bi the hooli
goost sent fro heuene, into whom aungelis de-
siren to biholde. for which thing bc“yc gird

the leendis of youre soule sobre parfyt. and
hope ye into thilke grace that is im,l{{d to you
bi the schewyng of iesus crist. as sones of obe
dience not maad lyk to’ the former desiris of
youre unkunnyngnesse, but lyk hym that hath
clepid you hooli, that also yesilff be
lyuyng. for it is writen, ye
for I am hooli. and if ye ynw ardli clepen him
fadir which demeth withouten acceptioun of
persoones bi the werk of ech man, lyue ye in
drede in the tyme of youre pilgrymage. wit-
ynge that not bi corruptible gold eithir stluer
ye ben bougt agen of youre veyne lyuyng f
fadris tradicioun, but bi the precious blood as
of . the. lombe undefouled and unspottid crist
jesus that was knowun bifore the mak ot tl
world, but heis schewid in the laste tyr

you that bi him ben feithful in god that reisid
him fro deeth and gaf to him euerlastinge glorie
that youre feith and hope were in god, and
make ye chaast youre soulis in obedience of
charite, in loue of britherhod.

herte loue ye togidre more bisili, and be ye
borun agen, not of corruptible seed, but un-
corruptible bi the word of lyvynge god and
dwellynge into without ende. for ech fleische
is hei, and al the glorie of it is as flour of hey.
the hey driede up, and his flour felde doun,
but the word of the lord dwellith withouten
ende. and this is the word that is prechid to
you.

Hooil N al

schulen be hooli,

of t&'ih[)fr:
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VI‘iIm{ore putte ye awei al malice and alle

gile and seynyngis, and envies and alle
backbitingis as now borun yonge ¢hildren reson-
able, withoute gile coueite ye mylk, that in it y¢
wexe into heelthe, if netheles ye han taastid that
the lord is swete. and neige \t to him that 15 &

¢ the lyuynge.




1 PETIR.

f}‘f""%\ stoon and reprued of men but chosun
of god and onoured. and yesilff as quicke
stoones be ye aboue bildid into spiritual e
t],“‘:i\ M},(fl:i‘fi‘\’;“i:;:;(‘z,tjh{:,‘)ftﬁ '()f}l:t' ‘;\pi;im‘u! sacri-
which thing the secri Y l W ¥008: oriel. for
, g the scripture seith, lo I schal sette
in syon the higeste corner stoon chosun and
precious; and he that schal bileeue in him
schal not ‘h:) confoundid. therfore onour to
you that bileuen, but to men that bileuen not,
the stoon whom the bilderis repreuyden this is
maad mto the heed of the corner. and the
:\'mon of hertinge, and stoon of sclaundre to
hem .thf\t offenden to the word, neither bile-
euen it in which thei ben sett. but ye ben a
chosin kyn, a kyngli presthood, hooly folk,
a peple of purchasyng that ye telle the vertues
of him that clepide you fro derknessis into his
woundirful ligt. whiche sum tyme weren
not a peple of god, but now ye ben the peple
of god. whiche hadden not merci, but now
ye han merci. moost dere I biseche you as
comelingis and pilgryms to absteine you fro
fleischli desires that figten agens the soule.
and haue ye youre conuersacioun good among
hethene men, that in that thing that thei bac-
biten of you as of mysdoeris, thei biholden
you of goode werkis and glorifien god in the
dai of visitacioun. be ye sugett to ech crea-
ture of man for god, either to the king as to
him that is hif_{(‘r'in staat, either to duykis as
to thilke that ben sent of hym, tothe veniaunce
of mysdoeris, and to the preisyng of goode
men.  for so is the wille of god, that ye do
wel and make the unkunnyngnesse of unpru-
dent men to be doumbe. as fre men and not
as hauynge fredam thc‘l\’cueryug of malice,
but as _the seruauntis of god.  onoure ye alle
men, loue the britherhod, dx:cdc ye. god, on-
oure ye the ]\-yng, ‘svru:uums ‘hc ye sugettis
in alle drede to lordis, not oonli to goode and

to mylde but also 0 (‘iruuntis. for thig'. is
grace if for conscience of god ony men suffrith
heuynessis- and suffrith  uniustly. er‘ what
grace is it, if ye synnen and ben buﬁctld an.d
suffren? butif ye doen wel and suffren paci-

housis

entli, this s grace anenti

for

thing ye ben clepid y
for us & lefte ensaumple to s
the f~,1l~§;!si'-‘. of hym which di
thir y,v{v, was |
whanne he was cursid, he cut
he suffride he manaside not
hymsilff to him that deniyds
he himsilff baar oure ¥ i !
tree. that we be deede to synnes and }
rigtwisnesse, bi whos wan w ounde we ben hee
lid. for ye weren a8 scheep errynge,
l;«:n now turned to the schepherd and bisch
of youre soulis.

foundun in

synnes in

Foret
but

b

1L

,\LS() wymnien be thei suget 1o her hns-
l bondis. if ony man bileeue not to the
word, bi the conuersacioun of wimmen thei
ben wunnen without word. and biholde ye
in drede youre hooli conuersacioun. of
which ther be not ¢ withoutforth curious ourn-

yng of heer, either doyng aboute of gold,

cither ournyng of clothing, but thilke
the hid man of herte in uncorrupcioun and of
mylde spirit which is riche in the sight of god
for so summe tyme hooli wymmen hopinge in
god ournyden hemsilff, and weren suget to
her owne husbondis, as sare obeiede to abra
ham and clepide him lord. of whom
dougtris wel doynge and not dredinge ony per-
turbacioun. also men dwelle togidre and bi
kunu)ng gyue ye onoure to the wommans
freelte as to the more feble, and as to euene
eiris of grace and of lyf that youre px(‘i( ris be
not lettid, and in feith alle of oon wille. 1n
preier be ye ech suffrynge with other, loueris
of britherheed, merciful, ngld«; meke ot
yeldinge yuel for yuel, xu.ulhcx“ cursy!
cursyng, but ugcmvurd bless nu igr 1
thing ye ben clepid, that ye welde ble t;..;z,;g bi
eritage. for he that wil loue lyf and se goode
daies, constreyne his tunge fro ym;i,k and n
lippis that thei speke not gile. and bowe I
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fro yue, and do good, seke he pees, and pa‘r-
fotli sue it. for the 1gen of the lord.bc.n on
juste men, and hise eeris on the preieris of
hem. but the cheer of the‘ lord 1s on men
that doen yuelis, and who is it that schal an-
ove vou if ye ben sueris and loueris of good-
nesse? *that also if ye suffren ony thing for
rigtwisnesse ye ben blessid. but drede ye
not the drede of hem, that ye be not disturblid.
but halewe ye the lord crist in youre hertis,
and euermore be ye redi to satisfaccioun to
ech man axinge you resoun of that feith and
hope that is in you, but with myldenesse and
drede. hauynge good conscience, that in that
thing that thei bacbiten of you, thei ben con-
foundid which chalenge falsli youre good con-
uersacioun in crist. forit is bettre that ye do
wel and suffre if the wille of god wil, than
y doynge yuel. for also crist oonys diede for
oure synnes, the just for uniuste, that he
schulde offre to god us maad dede in fleische,
but maad quicke in spirit. for which thing
he cam in spirit, and also to hem that weren
closid togidre in prisoun prechide. whiche
weren sumtyme unbileeueful whanne thei
abiden the pacience of god in the dais of noe,
whanne the schip was maad in whiche a fewe,
that is te seie eighte soulis weren maad saaf
bi watir. and so baptym of lyk fourme mak-
ith us saaf, not the putting awei of the filthis
of fleische, but the axyng of a good conscience
in god bi the agenrisyng of oure lord iesus erist
that is in the nigthalff of god, and swolewith
deeth that we schulen be maad eiris of euer-
lastinge lyf. he gede intb heuene and aungelis
';nd poweris and uertues ben maad wgcttfs to
ym.

582 8

Vl‘Herfure for crist suffride in fleisch, be ye

also aarmed bi the same thenking.
he that suffride in fleische ceesside fmasvnn(rs
that that is left now in fleische, lyue not now
to the desiris of men, but to the wille of god.

for
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for the tyme that is passid is ynow to the
wille of hethene men to be endid, whiche wal
kiden in leccheries and lustis, in mych drynk-
yng of wyn, in unmesurable .etingis and drynk-
mgis, and unleeful worschiping of mawmets.
in_which now thei ben astonyed, in which
thing thei wondren. for ye rennen not togi-
dre into the same confusioun of leccherie and
blasfemen. and thei schulen gyue resoun to
him that is redi to deme the quycke and the
deede. for whi for this thing it is prechid also
to deede men, that thei be demed bi men in
fleische, and that thei lyue bi god in spirit.
for theende of alle thingis schal neighe, therfore
be ye prudent and wake ye in preieris. bifore
alle thingis hane ye charite ech to othire in
yousilff algatis lastinge, for charite keuerith
the multitude of synnes. holde ye ospitalite
togidre withouten grucching. ech man as he
hath resscyued grace mynystringe it into ech
othir as goode dispenderis of the manyfolde
grace of god. if ony man spekith speke ke as
the wordis of god. i ony man mynystrith as
of the vertu which god mynystrith, that god be
onoured in alle thingis bi jesus crist oure lord,
to whom 1is glorie and lordschipe into worldis
of worldis amen. most dere britheren nyle ye
go in pilgrymage in feruour that is maad to
you to temptacioun, as if ony newe thing bi-
falle to you. but comyne ye wit the passiouns
of crist and haue ye iole, that also ye be glad
and haue ye ioie in the reuelacioun of his glo-
rie. if ye ben dispised for the name of crist
ye schulen be blessid. for that that is of the
onour and of the glorie and of the uertue of
god, and the spirit that is his schal reste on
you. but no man of you suffre as a man-
:sk‘t:r, ellhgr a theef| either a curser, either a
dqsn’cr of othere menns goodis, but if as a
;llslt.’lyl man sch:pn0 he not, but glorifie he god
n this name. for tyme is that doom bigynne
at goddis hous, and if it bigynne firste at us,
;:)ht‘{lt( ig?;&t‘h‘ﬁl il)gfgt‘.llf.jllx t.hut. bileeuen not
ot sa?mli ’wixcl‘*l ..l‘lu:’[ .m.m unncthg 'aclfal

s re schulen the unfeithful
man and the synner appere? therfore and

* but,
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: eldre man, an that ti e passiol
Hesse of 1 I vat the same passioun 18 n

withesse of cristis ;»4~~m1.m which a

am a comyner of that glorie that
schewid in tyme to comynge,

| !JH men Uhlt be n ulll‘:‘n\' you, “(J y({ the .\H!rh‘(’ and schal
flok of god that is among \r ,» purueie ye not sad, to him lv glorie

as wmtuwui but muuml; god. not for \~midj, of worldis
loue of fuul wynayng, but wiltulli.

s0 therhod of you mt is in the wor
schal be of al grace that cle

i)! sech 1€ ye tl (-] ]ll“‘ "‘lwh \IV)H suil

amen.
neithir  brother to vyou as [\u.“
as hauynge lords schip in the clergie, but that

hat bisechinge and wit:

ye¢ be maad (*H\lmupif‘ of the flok of wille of verrei grace of god i b
soule. and whanne the prynce of sche p.mhs churche that is gaderid in ba
schal appere ye schulen resseiue the crowne cus my sone gretith
of glorie that mai neuer fade. also ye yonge togidre in hooli coss.
men be ye sugett to eldre men, and alle that ben in crist. amen.
schewe yc togidre mekenesse. for the lord here endith the i epistie of petir, ane
withstondith proude men, but he gyueth gracc ynneth the secounde.

to mekc men. therfore be ye mekid undir the

you wel

grace b
.Qhu

owis of goddis kynde, and fle the cc
of that coueitise that i1s in the world
* brynge ye in al bisynesse, and myny
Imount p(:tir st;ru_aunt youre feith vertue, and &‘n ‘\L'z.(‘»\;{‘
and apostle of 1esus zmt(‘ n M‘um;,n; uhSlf.n)(l“\‘t‘,l “m ahstyoes
crist, to hem that han pacience, In pacience pitee, in pitee ar.y);\‘;
take with us the “euene hrlthu‘llun;d, and In \mm‘ pt brithe rhood \,‘u-
feith in the rigtwis- rite. for if these ben with you and :.u:‘f.;:::;
nesse of oure god and men, !lm:x >('ln.al<’:: not make you -»‘<.xi(» , neithes
sauyour iesus crist: W 1~t,!mm fruyt in the k(:‘m:_)‘ ‘;xu{ (
grace and pees be fillid crist. but to whom 1}m 1!&1‘ z "‘
w you bi the knowyng {,l\m! and um,xx;n W ,:‘ ; Q.:s' n‘ h 84
hou alle thingis of his the purging .”l \nm el «!‘m xl{‘:’\x g
to lyf and lutw ben britheren be ’_‘,( f'.m‘f, 5:;'1 S ol
g of hym that cle- kis \,’~' make youre cleping %
bi the l\nu\\i” » e. bi flu\l these thingis schulen not do
(”“i ‘Uu; @8 '\ > ony tyme. for thus ‘ye entryng into
e OO0 lastinge kyngdom of our lord and sauyour

of oure lord jesu crist,
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m the fatte hin
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> wete of
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72 o not knowe

1an o turne

rigtwisnesse,
l\:m\v}u: tro that
was bitakun to hem
be bifelde to hem, the

> agen to -d\ - :w\\" and a sowe
W ‘1‘& aen HL waley Y

> verrel prouer

© ye moost dere worthe britheren I write

4 to you Lm- secounde epistle in which I
stire your cleer soul by monestyng togidre
that ye be myndeful of tho wordis tt at T bifore
seide of the hooli profetis, and of the maun-
dementis of the hooli apostlis of the lord and
sauyour. first wite ye this thing that in the
laste dates disseyueris schulen come in disseit,
goynge ' owne coueityngis, iwfn-
‘ biheeste or the com yng ni .mn 4
for qmu\ the fadris dieden alle thingis lasten
fro the bigynnyng of creature. but it is hid
willynge this thing, that heuenes were
and the erthe of watir stondinge
bi watir bi goddis word, bi which thilke world
clensid thanne bi watir pr;i\('u;'k’ but the
heuenes that now ben, and the erthe ben l\qt
bi the same word, and ben reserued to _m r
tai of doom, and perdicioun of wick-

in{u the d U /X
ide mem but moost dere, this oo thing

aftir her

fro hem
bifore,

was

ye,

s pietatibus

not that ony men ;n*n(
to p

come

! a
1
in whiche .’n-

as a theef :
uenes with greet bire schulen passe and ele-
and the
erthe and alle the werkis that ben in it schulen
be brent. therfore whanne alle these thingis
hulen ‘m‘ dissolued, what maner men bihou-
it you to be in hooli liuyngis and “ pitees,
idinge and higynge into the comyng of the
(Lll of oure lord iesu crist, bl whotm I.uzmu
b“ummm schulen be dissolued, and elementi
hulen faile bi lntmmw of fier. also we
abxdm bi hise bmc( stis newe heuenes and
newe erthe, in which ri gtwisnesse dwellith,
for which thnw ye moost dere abiding these
llunuh be ye bisi to be foundun to 1«\n, in
pt’(.s Luhp(»mi and undefouled, and deme ye
long abiding of oure lord jesu crist youre
heelthe. as also oure moost dere br rothir pou]
Wroot to you bi wisdom mum to him, as in
alle €] istlis he spe kith in hem of these thingis,
in vmdm ben summe harde thingis to undir-
stonde, which unwise and unstable men
prauen, as also thei doen othere ~ulpmn~ to
her owne perdicioun. therfore ye britheren
bifore witinge kepe you silff, lest ye be disseiu-
ed hi errour of unwise men, and falle awei
fro " youre owne sadnesse. but wexe ye in
the grace and the knowyng of oure lord iesu
crist and oure s m\mn t() hym be ’-'ux i€ DOW
and into the dai of (uul.\mn”mw. amen
here endith the secounde pustle of petir:
biginneth the firste [»1\11/ of ioon.
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HAT thing that
was fro the bi-
gynnyng which
weherdenwhich
we sigen with
oureigen, which
we  biheelden
and oure hon-
dis touchiden of
the word of liif,
and the Liif is schewid, and we saigen, and we
witnessen and tellen to you *euerlasting liif
that was anentis the fadir and apperide to us.
therfore we tellen to you that thing that we
sigen and herden, that also ye haue telowschip
with us and oure felow schip be with the fadir
and with his sone iesu crist. and we writen
this thing to you, that ye haue ioie, and that
youre iote be ful. and this is the tellyng that
we herden of him and tellen to you, that god
is ligt and ther ben no derknessis in hym. if
we seien that we han felaw schip with him, and
we wandren in derknessis, we lien and doen
not treuthe. but if we walken in ligt as also
he is in ligt we han felawschip togidre, and the
blood of iesu crist his sone clensith us fro al
synne, if we seien that we han no synne we
disseyuen ussilff, and treuthe is not in us. if
we knowlechen oure syunes, he is feithful and
iust that he forgyve to us oure svnnes, and
clense us fro al wickidnesse. and if we seien
that we han not synned, we maken him a lier.
and his word is not in us.

I1.

L litle sones, I write to you these thin-
gis, that ye synne not. but if ony

man synneth we han an advocat anentis the

fadir iesu crist, and he is the forgifnesse
oure synnes, and not oonli for oure svnnes but
also for the synnes of al the world

this thing we witen that we knowen hym. if
we kepen hise commaundementis, he th :
seith, that be knowith god, and ke pith not h
commaundementis is a lier, and treuthe is n
in hym, but the charite of god is parfyt verili
in hym that kepith his word. in this thing we
witen that we ben in hym, if we ben parfiite
in hym. he that seith that he dwellith in hym,
he owith for to walke as he walkide. moost
dere brithiren, I write to you not a newe
maundement, but the elde maundement that
ye hadden fro the bigynnyng. the elde maun-
dement is the word that ye herden. eftsoone
I write to you a newe maundement that is
trewe bothe in him and you, for derknessis
ben passid, and verrei light schyneth now. he
that seith, that he is in ligt and hatith his bro-
thir is in derknesse yit. he that loueth his
brother dwellith in ligt, and sclaundre is not
in hym. but he that hatith his brother is in
derknessis, and wandrith in derknessis and
woot not whidir he goith for derknessis I
blyndid hise igen. litle sones I write to vou
that youre synnes ben forgouun to you for his
name. fadris, I write to vou fo
knowun him that is fro the bi v ‘
men I write to you for ye han ouercomen the
wickid. 1 write to you yonge children, for ve
han knowe the fadir. 1 write to vou britheren
for ye han knowun him that is fro the bigyn
nyng. I write to you yonge meun, for ve 2."”
stronge, and the word of god dwellith in you,
and ye han ouercomun the wickid. nyle
loue the world, ue tho thingis that ben n the
world, if ony man loueth the

rite of the fadir is not in hy
that is in the world is coueitise
coueitise of igen, and pride
not of the fadir, but it is of

and in
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plesaunt bifore hym. and this is tbe. com-
maundement of god, that we bileeue in the
name of his sone iesu crist, & that we loue
eche othire as he gaf heeste to us. and he
that kepith hise commaundementis dwellith in
him. and he in him. and in “thing we witen
that he dwellith in us bi the spirit whom he
gaf to us.

1L

\ /J Oost dere britheren, nyle ye bileeue to
1V ech spirit, but preue ye spiritis if thei
ben of god. for manye false profetis wenten
out into the world. in this thing the spirit of
god is knowun : ech spirit that knowlechith
that iesu crist hath come in fleische is of god,
and ech spirit that fordoith iesu is not.of god ;
and this is anticrist of whom ye berden, that
he cometh, and rigt now he is in the world.
ye litle sones ben of god, and ye han ouer-
comun hym, for he that is in you is more than
he that is in the world. thei ben of the
world, therfore thei speken of the world, and
the world heerith hem. we ben of god, he
that knowith god heerith us, he that 1s not of
god heerith not us ; in this thing we knowen
the spirit of treuthe and the spint of errour.
moost dere britheren, loue * we togidre, for
charite is of god, and ech that loueth his bro-
¢ thir is borun of god avd knowith god.  he that
loueth not knawith not god, for god is charite.
in this thing the charite of god apperide in us,
for god sente bis con bigetun sone into the
world that we lyne bi hym. in this thing is
charite, not as we hadden loued god, but for
he first louyde us, and sente his sone forgif-
pesse for oure synnes. Ye moost dere brithe-
ren, if god louyde us, we awen to Joue ech
othice. no Man saig euer god, if we louen to-
gidre, god dwellith in us, and the chasite of
him is parfyt in us. _in this thing we knowen
that we dwellen 1o bim, and he in us, for of his
spirit he gaf to us; and we sigen and witnes-

sen, that the fadir sente his sone sauyour of

* this thing,

{ JON iii, i, V.

whoeuer knowiechith, that lest? &
dwellith in him, and he
knowun and bileeven to
in us. god is cha~

the world.
the sone of god, god
in god. and we han
the charite that god hath ; cha
rite, and he that dwellith in charite ('iwelhth in
god, and god in him. i this thing is the par-
fyt charite of god with us, that we haue trist
in the dai of doom, for as he is, also we ben
in this world. drede is not in charite, but
parfyt charite puttith out drede. for drede
hath peyne, but he that dredith is not pariyt
in charite. therfore loue we god, for he lou-
yde us bifore. if ony man seith, that I loue
gzud, and hatith his brothir, he is a lier. for
he that loueth not his brothir which he seeth,
hou mai he loue god whom he seeth not? and
we han this commaundement of god, that he
that loueth god loue also his brothir.

CHAP. V.

~CH man that bileeueth that iesu is crist is

'; borun of god, and ech man that loueth
him that gendride loueth him that is borun of
him. in this thing we knowen, that we louen
the children of god, whanue we louen god and
doen hise maundementis. for this is the cha-
rite of god that we kepe hise maundementis,
and hise maundementis ben not heuy. for al
thing that is borun of god ouercometh the
world, and this is the victorie that ouercometh
the world, oure feith. and who is be that
euercometh the world but he that bileeueth that
jesus is the sone of god.? this is jesus crist that
cam bi watit and blood, not in watir oonli,
but in watir and blood. and the spirit is he
that witnessith, that crist is treuthe. for three
ben that gyven witnessyng in heuene, the fadir,
the sone, and the hooli goost, and these three
ben oon. and three ben that gywen witnes-
syng in erthe, the spirit, watir and blood, and
these three ben oon. if we resseyuen the wit~
nessyx.lg'of men, the witnessyng of god is more.
for this is the witnessyng of god that is more,
for he witnesside of his sope. e that bileeueth,

ye.
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into the sone of god hath the witnessyng of god
i hym. he that bileeueth " the so
!uftkith hym a lier, for he bileeuth not in the
Witnessyng that god witnesside of his sone. and
f,h;,.p, the witnessyng for god gat to you euer-
tasting lyf, and this lyf is in his sone.  he that
hath the sone of god hath also lyf, he that hath
not the sone of god hath not iyf. Iw rite to

18, that ye wite that ye han

not to the sone

you these thing
vn(zrlflstingc lyf whiche bileeuen in the name of
goddis sone. and this is the trist which we
han to god, that what ever thing we axen aftir
his wille, he schal heere us. and we witen
that he heerith us, whateuer thing we axen,
we witen that we han the * thingis whiche we
axen of hym. he that woot that his brothir

the firste chap.

HE eldie man
to the chosun
ladi and to hir
children whiche
Iloueintreuthe,
and notlaloone,
but also alle
menthat know-
en treuthe. for
the treuthe that

dwellith in you, and with you schal bﬁx"‘:‘&i
outen ende. ‘grace be with you, merci

pees of god the fadir and of iesu crist til(} s.u!;(:

. the fadir i ~ » and ‘charite. ioiede
of the fadir in treuthe and < oy ke
ful mych for I foond of thi sones goynge mn

‘ : he
treuthe as we r(:sscyu_\’d”; “";ugfic:::;t'"_:f\i :it—
£ 00 P y ote thee Tadi, &
fadir. and now 1 pret ce, but that

: ; t to th
inge a newe maundement 0 Y e
gh:x we hadden fro the bl;l_‘r'“.”}“gi tl;"\t‘:‘ etk
ech othire. and this is chante, that thd s
aftir Hise maundementis. for this s the €

bony man,
*azings H

synneth a synne not to the
lyf '*)Ch'di be gouun to him that synneth not to
deeth. * ther is a Synne to deeth, not for it
seie that ® ony preie, ech wickidnesse 1S sym
and ° ther is synne to decth, we witen that
ech man that 1s borun of god synneth not, but
the generacioun of god kepith hym, and the
wickid touchith hym not. we witen that we
ben of god, and al the world is sett in yuel.
and we witen that the sone of god cam in
fleische and gaf to us witt, that we knowe
rei god, and be in the verrei sone of hym.
1 verrei god, and euerlastynge Iyf. ‘my
sones kepe ye you fro mawmetis

here endith the Jfirste epistle of ioom,
bigynneth the secounde epistle.

deeth, axe

ver-
this
litle

and

maundement, that as ye herden at the bigyn-
nyng walke ye in him. for manye disseyuers
wenten out into the world which knowlechen
not that iesu crist ban come in fleische. this
is a disscyuer and anticrist. se ye yousilff lest
ye leesen the thingis that ye han w rougt, that
ye resseyue ful mede. witynge that ech man
that goifh bifore and dwellith not in the teching
of crist hath not god. he that dwellith in the
teching hath bothe the sone and‘ the fadir. 'if
ony man cometh to you, and bringith not this
teching, nyle ve resseyue him into hous, nei-
ther seie to him heil. for he that seith to him
heil, comyneth with hise yuele werkis. lo I
bifore seide to you that ye be not confoundid
in the dai of oure lord iesu crist.- I have mo
thingis to write to you, and I wolde not u:
parchemyn and enke, for I hope that I schai
come to you and speke mout}_x to mouth tifac
youre foie be ful. the sones of thi chosun sis-
tir greeten thee well. the grace of god be with

2. amen. : :
» fCIere endith the segrundc pistle of
and bigynneth the thridde.
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